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When I grow up…. everyone has aspirations
grow up…

Education & Training Foundation 2

When I Grow Up Pt 2 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVBdnrZVwcM
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• One-year supported internship programme for students with an EHCP, in their     
last year of education, that takes place entirely within a host business. 

• Using our partner business sites as a skills development laboratory, the interns 
rotate through three terms of ten to twelve-week internships and learn 
marketable skills for employment. 

• Working in partnership to provide a full package of support to provide a specialist 
onsite teacher and job coach to enable your managers and mentors to feel fully 
supported. 

• Businesses gain access to a new, diverse talent stream and develop a workforce 
that is representative of the community they operate in. 

DFN Project SEARCH - our programme
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Let’s bring this to Life
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Education & Training Foundation 5

A safe and secure job

Mental wellbeing

Exercising

Healthy diet

Not smoking

Drinking moderately

Adulthood
Working is good for everyone you
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Yet our national data continues to go down

6
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The impact is significant, in fact our life depends on it…

7
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How our health is determined (wider determinants)

Education & Training Foundation 8
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The Benefits of GOOD Employment 
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This is about CAREER Jobs
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The scale of this un-tapped talent…..

4.8

1

78

517,000



© Copyright DFN Registered Charity No. 1183834 - Registered Company No. 11488209 (England and Wales)

Let’s Hear from Alex
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Uniform treatment V individualisation & removing barriers 

Education & Training Foundation 13
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DFN Project SEARCH Outcomes
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Graduates aged 
between 16-17 earn 
£5,971 a year more 
than their non-
disabled peers

Average hourly wage 
for all graduates £9.78

Graduates aged between 
18-20 earn £4,314 a year 
more than their non-
disabled peers

Graduates work on 
average 27 hours per 
week.

DFN Project SEARCH Employment Outcomes 
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2200+ interns 
supported into full-
time paid 
employment

£1 million in savings 
for the tax payer per 
intern

150+ sites across the UK

Graduates have secured 
roles acros 230 sectors

Our Impact

SRoI:
£3.96 generated for 
every £1 spent.

Equitable outcomes 
regardless of their age, 
gender, ethnicity, and 
primary disability. 
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Our Impact



Wage by age group

DFN Project SEARCH Interns 

UK Minimum wage
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Internships Work
Priorities 

❖ Provide support and training offer to Local Authorities and businesses to enable them to 
set up, develop and grow their employment forums.

❖ Double the current supported internship provision in England to 4500 per year.
❖ Support over 800 Employer Champions across England.
❖ Support over 1000 new employers offering supported internship placements by the end 

of the programme.
❖ Provide training to 760 job coaches across England. 



Support to Local Authorities

Local Offer review about the information available
Baseline survey of activity to establish where each 
local authority is at and enabling an action plan with 
clear outcomes and accountability 

Administering and monitoring Section 14 grants
Supporting local authorities to establish and 

develop SEND employer forums



Engaging & Supporting Employers

Training all SEND employment forums to develop, enhance and 
grow their Supported Internship offer

Supporting local teams to offer high quality Supported Internship 
models

Supporting employers to offer high quality work placements that 
enable growth in internships and job opportunities

Train up Employer Champions

Support quality assurance



Establishing a Supported Internships Quality 
Framework (SIQF)

Establishing a sustainable process 
to improve quality

Supporting organisations with self-
assessments and auditing to achieve the 
quality kitemark

Explore the potential of a quality 
kitemark

Delivering the SIQF, a quality 
assurance framework



Systematic instruction training to 760 job coaches

Investing in Training

Employment techniques training to over 760 job coaches

Developed in line with the Supported Employment National Occupational Standards

Face to face or online from October 2022





Looking For Talent

78%



Become an Employer Ambassador 
• Employer Ambassadors are people who are committed to exploring new 

opportunities for young adults to do supported internships in their 
business. 

• They are people who recognise that supported internships are a life 
changing opportunity and do their bit by spreading the word and 
advocating for supported internships. 

• By becoming an ambassador, you actively contribute to creating an 
inclusive workplace culture that values diversity and empowers 
individuals with disabilities.

• You will attend a CPD accredited course and get CPD accredited hours
• You will join a growing network of business colleagueswho want to make 

a difference to a longstanding social injustice





The Impact of doing things a little Differently 
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Let’s Build a Movement Together
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Claire Cookson

Telephone
0203 9555 280

Email

info@dfnprojectsearch.org

Office Location
Bridge House, 181 Queen Victoria Street – London EC4V 4EGFivefields, 8-10 Grosvenor Gardens, London, SW1W 0DH

mailto:info@dfnprojectsearch.org
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